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Probate - Decedents’ Estates

The Probate court hears several types of cases (including guardianships and 
conservatorships).

Generally though, when people refer to “Probate,” they are describing when the 
court supervises the transfer of legal title of property from the estate of the person court supervises the transfer of legal title of property from the estate of the person 
who has died (the "decedent") to his or her beneficiaries.

One of the most common issues people have during Probate is providing Notice of 
upcoming hearings in court - both the first hearing to name the estate 
representative, and other hearings that come later on in the process.  

This slideshow will tell you how to address probate notes about failure to provide 
notice for a hearing. 



Failure to Provide Notice

Probate matters are generally not ready to be heard in court 
until all interested parties have been given sufficient notice of 
the hearing.

If your note states that you have failed to give notice, you will 
need to use standard Judicial Council forms to notify 
interested parties that a hearing has been scheduled on a 
matter before the Probate Court.



How do I Provide Notice?

Probate matters for decedents’ estates have their own 
special forms for providing notice of hearings.  

The form you will use to provide notice that you have 
filed a DE-111 - Petition for Probate to start the Probate filed a DE-111 - Petition for Probate to start the Probate 

process is the: 

DE-121 Notice of Petition to Administer Estate.

(For other hearings, there is another form - we will 
cover that a bit later)



How Do I Provide Notice?

If you visit: https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/jcc-form/DE-121 you can 
download a copy of the DE-121 - Notice of Petition to Administer 
Estate.Estate.

The title of the form is Notice of Petition to Administer Estate of 
[Decedent].  The next few slides demonstrate how to fill it in with a 
fictitious example.  Do not copy this example - it is just included to 
show you how the form gets filled in.



DE-121 - Notice of Petition 
to Administer Estate

This is page 1 of 2.  Page 1 informs the 
individuals entitled to notice of the 
upcoming hearing of several 
important pieces of information, 
including whose estate you are including whose estate you are 
petitioning the court to administer, 
when and where the hearing will be, 
and what authority you are requesting 
from the court.

Note: This Notice of Petition to 
Administer Estate form is also the 
same form you will submit to the 
newspaper for publication of your 
notice of petition.



Add your contact information, and write either “Self” or “Pro Per” where it says “Attorney For 
(Name):”.  Be sure to include the location of the court.  Do not omit the name of the decedent on 

either line, even if it seems repetitive. 



When filling in the names in item 1, be sure to include all names the decedent went by.  For instance, if Robert Kennedy 
was also known as Bobby Kennedy you should list Robert Kennedy, aka Bobby Kennedy.  If a person had a different 

name when they were married they should include such person’s former name.  This example just features the names 
John Doe, Sr. and John Doe, but the facts of your case will determine what you include.  

Please note as well that this example is filled out as though John Doe, Sr.  left a will.  If the decedent in your case had no 
will, you will not check box #4.  If you are asking the court for authority to administer the estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act, you will check box 5.  This is just an example, and you should only check boxes that apply 

to the facts of your case.



Your Notice of Petition to Administer Estate must include the date, time, and 
department for your hearing.  Also, do not skip #10.   Check the box, fill in your name, 

and provide your address and telephone number as you did at the top of the page. 



DE-121 - Notice of 
Petition to Administer 

Estate
Page 2 of 2 is your Proof of 

Service by Mail.

Your server can mail all parties Your server can mail all parties 
entitled to notice of the hearing 

and use this Proof of Service 
page (with an attachment to add 
more recipients, if necessary) to 
tell the court everyone entitled 
to notice received a copy of the 
Petition to Administer Estate.



This should be 
filled out by your 
server with their 
current contact 

information.  3. (a) 
should be checked, 
the date of mailing 

and place of 
mailing should be 
filled in, and box 5 
must be checked.

Your server, not 
you, will date and 

sign this document.



You must serve everyone who is entitled to service and list their names and the addresses to 
which you sent notice on this form.  If there were more than six people entitled to notice, check 

the Continued on Attachment box and visit the courts.ca.gov to download the attachment sheet 
DE-121 (MA).



Who Should be Notified?

If there is a will: 

Any individuals mentioned in the decedent’s will, 
codicil(s), or any attachments to either as 

beneficiaries of the estate

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Who Should be Notified?

If there is no will, then list the heirs of the decedent, such as:

1) Beneficiaries of a trust where the trustee and the personal representative for the estate are the same person;

2) The decedent’s spouse;

3) The decedent’s children;

If the decedent had no spouse or children, 

4) The decedent’s parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts and uncles

You may want to check out #8 on page 3 of the Petition for Probate.  Within the paragraph there is list you can use to 
make sure you have provided notice to everyone required.



Summary - What should be served on a 
party when you Petition for Probate of a 
Decedent’s Estate?
1) DE-111, Petition for Probate 

w/ attachments

2) DE-121, Notice of Petition to Administer Estate

NOTE: Notice may be provided by mail to all interested 
parties - no personal service is required for anyone.

Proof of Publication must be filed before the hearing.



Summary - What should be served on a 
party when you Petition for Probate of a 
Decedent’s Estate?
It is worth repeating that the DE-121 is the same notice that 
you will have published in a newspaper of general circulation 
in Kern County (or in whichever county you petitioned).in Kern County (or in whichever county you petitioned).

A Proof of Publication must be filed before Letters will be 
issued - when you arrange to publish your DE-121 in a 
newspaper, be sure to ask them if they will file the Proof of 
Publication for you.  If the newspaper doesn’t file the Proof on 
your behalf, be sure to get the Proof of Publication and file it.



Other Hearings - DE-120 Notice of Hearing

So far, we have covered the first hearing in a Probate case - the hearing 
on the Petition for Probate where the petitioner is asking the court to 

issue them “Letters” so that they can represent the estate of the 
decedent.decedent.

For that one hearing, Form DE-121 is used.

To give notice of the hearings that come afterward, you will use a DE-120 
- Notice of Hearing.



Other 
Hearings 
- DE-120 
Notice of Notice of 
Hearing

Page 1



Just like on the DE-121, your contact info goes in the 
top left corner of the form.



Since this is a Decedent’s Estate case, you check the box 
that says “Estate of” and name the decedent.



Check the box next to decedent, and fill in the case 
number on the right.



In this example, John Doe, Jr. is the representative of his 
father’s estate.



John Doe, Jr. fills in his info under 1., specifies what he 
filed, and writes in the hearing info in 2.



Other 
Hearings 
- DE-120 
Notice of Notice of 
Hearing
Page 2



Fill in the case information at the very top of 
page 2



Your server provides their info & signature in 
this section after they complete service



This is where the name(s) & mailing information of the 
parties who got notice of the hearing is written.



Other Hearings - DE-120 Notice of Hearing

You should have your server mail copies of the pleadings that will be 
considered at the hearing along with the Notice of Hearing.

So, in this example, everyone entitled to notice should get copy of the So, in this example, everyone entitled to notice should get copy of the 
Petition for Final Distribution, along with the Notice of Hearing.

The Proof of Service should be signed by the server and the DE-120 
should be filed with the Probate department as far in advance of the 

hearing as possible.



What if I can’t Find The Person Who 
Needs Notice?

If you perform a diligent search for a person who is entitled to notice and 
cannot locate them, you may be able to submit a Declaration of Diligent 

Search and Request to Dispense with Notice. California Rule of Court 7.52
explains the steps the court expects you to take before you can claim to have explains the steps the court expects you to take before you can claim to have 

performed a diligent search for a person you are unable to locate.

If you can provide an adequate summary of your exhaustive efforts to find a 
person in order to perform service, you may be excused by the court from 

providing notice of an upcoming hearing to which they would otherwise be 
entitled to notice.



If you visit:

https://www.kern.courts.ca.gov/documents
?category=Local%20Court%20Forms you 
may download a blank form to complete.  

Page one must be filled out with your full 
contact information - the court information 
is pre-filled, since this form is used only in 
Kern County in our Probate department.Kern County in our Probate department.

You must explain in this form how you 
searched for the individual for whom 
service was supposed to be performed.



You should continue filling out page 2 with any 
information that accurately describes the search 
you performed.  Only sign and date at the very 
bottom - you are representing yourself, but you 
do not sign the Signature of Attorney line.

The court will not consider your search 
incomplete because you did not check every box 
and fill in every line.  

You are signing this document under penalty of 
perjury, so be sure to give a sincere, complete, 
and creative effort to locate the individual(s) 
who were to receive service before opting to 
complete this document, and relay the facts of 
your search to the court as faithfully as possible 
when completing these forms.


